Nebraska Rural Poll Research Brief
Trust in Media, Institutions and Health Information for Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan
Nebraskans

Confidence in Institutions

Both the Nebraska Metro and Rural Polls asked respondents how much confidence they have in a list of 12
institutions.
e There were only a few large differences between metropolitan and nonmetropolitan residents in the
proportions having a great deal of confidence in various institutions.
¢ Residents of metropolitan counties are more likely to have a great deal of confidence in voting and election
systems in their county, voting and election systems across the nation, the Presidency and executive
branch, and the U.S. Supreme Court and the federal court system compared to residents of
nonmetropolitan counties.

Public safety agencies in community _34 36
Public schools (K - 12) in community _23 25
Voting and election systems in county —2230
Local/municipal govt | R 12
Voting and election systems across nation ? 22

Governor and state executive branch ‘58

State court system -55
Presidency and executive branch [ —" 12
U.S. Supreme Court and federal court system |2
State legislature and unicameral [ 4
U.S. Senate [
U.S. House of Representatives [ 2
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Trust in Media
Respondents of both the Metro and Rural Polls were asked how much they trust 16 sources of information.

e Metropolitan residents are more likely to place a ot of trust in one-half of the media sources listed.

e Metropolitan residents are more likely than nonmetropolitan residents to say they trust the following
sources a lot: PBS, local TV news, public radio, national broadcast TV news, state newspapers, national
newspapers, CNN, and MSNBC.

¢ Nonmetropolitan residents are more likely than metropolitan residents to say they trust both local
newspapers and Fox News a /ot.

PBS T — 32

Local newspapers [ S 16

Local TV news | T 22
Friends, family, acquaintances [N 2 S
Public radio “ 28
Fox News [t 9
National broadcast TV news [ — 20
State newspapers [IIIENEGEGEGEGEEGEEN=——————— 16
Local radio talk programs st G
National newspapers [ L E—— 18

CNN Iy 12

MSNBC F 10
National radio talk programs [l 4

Podcasts | 3

Social networking sites
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Health Information

Respondents of both polls were asked some questions about health information. They were first given a list of
sources and asked how much they trust each to provide reliable information on the coronavirus.

e Metropolitan residents are more likely than nonmetropolitan residents to trust most of the information
sources listed a lot.

e Metropolitan residents are more likely than nonmetropolitan residents to trust the following sources a lot
to provide reliable information on the coronavirus: their doctor or other health care professional, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), their local health department, the World Health Organization (WHO),
state public health officials and local government officials.



Doctor or other health care professional = —

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) %0 46
Local health department e 32
World Health Organization (WHO) W 38
State public health officials [ —— 24
Local government officials . 14 ® Metro Poll  m Rural Poll
State government officials || s°
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Respondents of both polls were asked which entity should be the primary authority for public health decisions —
like implementing directed health measures — during a public health emergency.
e Nonmetropolitan and metropolitan residents have similar views on which entity should be the primary
authority for public health decisions during a public health emergency.

Metro Poll 42 8
Rural Poll 39 8
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

M Local health departments M Local government M State health department M State government ™ Other

MethOdOIOQy Nebraska Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Counties (2013 Definitions)
The Nebraska Rural Poll sampled .
residents from non-metropolitan wde
counties and regional trade centers in °
the state.
The Nebraska Metro Poll sampled the =
seven counties that comprise the O S
Lincoln and Omaha metropolitan areas. B e e
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Containing the su rveyS in the Spring Of 2 for Siaue City, lowa (Dakota, Dixon) and 4 in the newly established Grand Isiand metro (Hall, Hamilton, Howard, Merrick).
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