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Currently, more believe their community 
has changed for the better than has 
changed for the worse.

The proportion saying their community 
has changed for the better has averaged 
approximately 31 percent. Following a 
seven- year period of general decline, the 
proportion saying their community has 
changed for the better increased from 23 
percent in 2003 to 33 percent in 2007. 
It then declined to 23 percent in 2009. 
However, the proportion viewing positive 
change in their community then generally 
increased to 34 percent in 2012 and stayed 
fairly stable before sharply declining to 
25 percent in 2022. It has since steadily 
increased to 34 percent this year.
The proportion of individuals saying their 
community has stayed the same first 
increased from 1996 to 1998. It then 
remained fairly steady during the following 
eight years but declined in both 2006 
and 2007. Then it steadily increased to 53 
percent in 2011. However, the proportion 
believing their community has stayed the 
same then generally declined to 45 percent 
in 2020. In 2021, it increased sharply to 55 
percent before generally declining to 41 
percent this year.

The proportion saying their community has 
changed for the worse had remained steady 
across all 30 years, averaging 21 percent. 
It increased from 22 percent in 2008 to 26 
percent in 2009. Since then, it generally 
decreased to 17 percent in 2017 before 
steadily increasing to 31 percent in 2022 
(the highest proportion across all 30 years 
of the study). It then generally declined to 
25 percent this year.

Starting in 2011, respondents were also 
asked to predict the expected change in 
their community ten years from now. The 
exact question wording was, “Based on 
what you see of the situation today, do 
you think that, ten years from now, your 
community will be a worse place to live, a 
better place or about the same?”

The proportion believing their community 
will be a better place to live ten years 
from now had generally increased, from 
20 percent in 2011 to 28 percent in 2020 
(Figure 2). However, it generally declined to 
22 percent in 2023 before increasing to 24 

percent this year. The proportion believing 
their community will be a worse place to 
live generally declined from 24 percent 
in 2011 to 18 percent in 2020, before 
increasing to 27 percent last year (the 
highest proportion across all 15 years, also 
occurring in 2022). However, it declined to 
22 percent this year. The proportion saying 
the community will remain about the same 
increased from last year (47% to 54%).

Community Social Dimensions and 
Powerlessness – 30-Year Trend

Respondents were also asked each year 
if they would describe their communities 
as friendly or unfriendly, trusting or 
distrusting, and supportive or hostile. 
For each of these three dimensions, 
respondents were asked to rate their 
community using a seven-point scale 
between each pair of contrasting views.
The proportion of respondents who 
view their community as friendly has 
remained fairly steady over the 30-year 
period, ranging from 69 to 79 percent. The 
proportion of respondents who view their 
community as trusting has also remained 
fairly steady. Last year that proportion was 
55 percent, the lowest across all years of 
the study, but increased to 62 percent this 
year.  

Figure 2. Expected Community Change Ten Years from 
Now: 2011 - 2025
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The Community and Its 
Attributes in 2025
In this section, the 2025 data on 
respondents’ evaluations of their 
communities and its attributes are 
examined in terms of any significant 
differences that may exist depending upon 
the size of the respondent’s community, 
the region in which they live, or various 
individual attributes such as household 
income or age.

Community Change – 2025 Data

The perceptions of the change occurring in 
their community by various demographic 
subgroups are examined (Appendix Table 2). 
Persons living in the South Central region 
are more likely than persons living in other 
regions of the state to say their community 
has changed for the better during the past 
year (see Appendix Figure 1 for the counties 
included in each region). Almost one-half of 
persons living in in the South Central region 
(45%) say their community changed for the 
better during the past year, compared to 
just over one in ten persons living in the 
Panhandle (12%) (Figure 4). Furthermore, 
almost four in ten Panhandle residents 
(39%) say their community has changed for 
the worse during the past year.

The demographic groups most likely to 
say their community has changed for the 
better during the past year include: persons 
having at least a four-year college degree, 
persons with healthcare support or public 
safety occupations, and persons with 
management, professional or education 
occupations.

In addition, respondents were asked 
to predict the expected change in their 
community ten
years from now. Respondents’ perceptions 
are analyzed by the size of their 
community, the region where they live, and 
some individual attributes (Appendix Table 
3). 

Persons living in the South Central region 
are more likely than persons living in other 
regions of the state to say their community 
will be a better place to live ten years from 
now. Almost one-third of the residents of 
this region (32%) believe their community 
will be a better place to live ten years from 
now, compared to 14 percent of residents 
of the Panhandle.  

Persons with occupations in agriculture 
are more likely than persons with different 
occupations to say their community will 
be a better place to live ten years from 
now. Almost four in ten persons with 
occupations in agriculture (38%) say their 
community will be a better place ten years 
from now, compared to just over one in 
ten persons with sales or office support 
occupations (13%).

Community Social Attributes and 
Powerlessness – 2025 Data

In addition to asking respondents about 
their perceptions of the change occurring 
in their community, they were also 
asked to rate its social dimensions. They 
were asked if they would describe their 
communities as friendly or unfriendly, 
trusting or distrusting, and supportive or 
hostile. Overall, respondents rate their 
communities as friendly (78%), trusting 
(62%), and supportive (67%).

Respondents’ ratings of their community on
these dimensions differ by some of the 
characteristics examined (Appendix Table 
4).  Persons living in or near smaller 

Figure 4. Opinions About Online Communities
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Satisfaction with Community Services and 
Amenities – 2025 Data

Next, rural Nebraskans were asked to rate how 
satisfied they are with 27 different services 
and amenities, taking into consideration cost, 
availability, and quality. Residents report high 
levels of satisfaction with some services, but 
other services and amenities have higher levels 
of dissatisfaction. Nine services listed have a 
higher proportion of dissatisfied responses than 
satisfied responses and those services are largely 
unavailable in rural communities.

The services or amenities respondents are most 
satisfied with (based on the combined percentage 
of “very satisfied” or “somewhat satisfied” 
responses) include fire protection (89%), library 
services (76%), parks and recreation (76%), cellular 
phone service (75%), Internet service (70%), law 
enforcement (69%), religious organizations (66%), 
sewage/waste disposal (65%), and medical care 
services (64%) (Appendix Table 6). At least four 
in ten respondents are either very dissatisfied or 
somewhat dissatisfied with cost of housing (62%), 
retail shopping (50%), entertainment (47%), streets 
and roads (47%), restaurants (44%), quality of 
housing (41%), and local government (41%).

The ten services and amenities with the 
greatest dissatisfaction ratings were analyzed by 
community size, region, and various individual 
attributes (Appendix Table 7). Many differences 
emerge.

Persons living in or near larger communities are
more likely than persons living in or near smaller 
communities to express dissatisfaction with the 
cost of housing in their community. At least three-
quarters of persons living in or near communities 
with populations of 5,000 or more are dissatisfied 
with the cost of housing in their community, 
compared to just under four in ten persons living 
in or near communities with populations less than 
500 (38%) (Figure 7). 

Younger persons are more likely than older persons 
to be dissatisfied with the cost of housing in their 
community. Approximately seven in ten persons 
aged 19 to 39 are dissatisfied with the cost of 
housing in their community, compared to just 
under one-half of persons aged 65 and older 
(46%).

Persons not having a four-year college degree are 
more likely than persons with at least a four-year 
degree to be dissatisfied with their community’s 

cost of housing. When comparing responses by 
region, residents of the Southeast region are 
the group least likely to express dissatisfaction 
with the cost of housing in their community. 
Just over four in ten Southeast region residents 
(42%) are dissatisfied with the cost of housing in 
their community compared to at least six in ten 
residents of the other four regions.

Residents of the Southeast region are more likely 
than residents of other regions of the state to 
express dissatisfaction with the retail shopping 
in their community. Almost six in ten Southeast 
region residents (56%) are dissatisfied with the 
retail shopping, compared to just over four in ten 
residents of the North Central region (41%).

Persons living in or near communities with 
populations between 5,000 and 9,999 are the 
community size group most likely to express 
dissatisfaction with the retail shopping in their 
community. 

Persons living in or near larger communities and 
persons under the age of 40 are the groups most 
likely to be dissatisfied with the entertainment 
in their community. Persons with occupations in 
agriculture are the occupation group least likely 
to express dissatisfaction with their community’s 
entertainment.

Residents of the Panhandle region are more likely 
than residents of other regions of the state to be 
dissatisfied with their streets and roads. Just over 
six in ten residents of the Panhandle (61%) express 
dissatisfaction with their streets and roads, 

Figure 7. Satisfaction with Cost of Housing by Community Size
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compared to just under four in ten residents of the 
South Central Region (38%).

Other groups most likely to express dissatisfaction 
with their streets and roads include persons aged 
19 to 29, persons with the lowest education levels, 
and persons with food service or personal care 
occupations.

Residents of the North Central region are less 
likely than residents of other regions of the state 
to be dissatisfied with the restaurants in their 
community. Just over one-quarter (26%) of North 
Central region residents are dissatisfied with 
restaurants, compared to just over one-half of 
residents of the Southeast region (51%).

Younger persons are more likely than older persons 
to be dissatisfied with the quality of housing in 
their community. At least one-half of persons 
aged 19 to 39 are dissatisfied with the quality 
of housing, compared to just under three in ten 
persons aged 65 and older.

The other groups most likely to be dissatisfied with 
the quality of housing in their community include 
persons living in or near the largest communities 
and person with some college education (but less 
than a four-year degree).

Younger persons are more likely than older persons 
to be dissatisfied with their local government. 
Almost six in ten persons aged 19 to 29 (57%) are 
dissatisfied with their local government, compared 
to just under three in ten persons aged 65 and 
older (29%).

The other groups most likely to be dissatisfied 
with their local government include persons not 
having a four-year college degree and persons 
with production, transportation, or warehousing 
occupations.

Persons living in or near communities with
populations between 500 and 999, the youngest 
persons, persons with at least some college 
education, and persons with healthcare support 
or public safety occupations are the groups most 
likely to express dissatisfaction with the arts/
cultural activities in their community. 

Persons with higher household incomes, the 
youngest persons, and persons with at least some 
college education are the groups most likely to 
express dissatisfaction with their community 
recycling.

Residents of the Panhandle are more likely than 
residents of other regions of the state to be 
dissatisfied with the mental health services in 
their community. Just under one-half (45%) of 
residents of the Panhandle are dissatisfied with 
their mental health services, compared to just 
over one-quarter of the residents of the Northeast 
region (26%) (Figure 8). 

Younger persons are more likely than older persons 
to express dissatisfaction with the mental health 
services in their community. Just over four in ten 
persons between the ages of 19 and 29 (43%) 
are dissatisfied with the mental health services, 
compared to just over two in ten persons aged 65 
and older (21%).

Other groups most likely to be dissatisfied with 
their community’s mental health services include 
persons living in or near communities with 
populations between 5,000 and 9,999  and persons 
with production, transportation, or warehousing 
occupations.

Figure 8. Dissatisfaction with Mental Health Services by Region
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